Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.021; wR factor = 0.066; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 9 H 5 Cl 2 N, consists of two crystallographically independent molecules. In both molecules the quinoline ring system is essentially planar [maximum deviations from the best plane of 0.0232 (13) 0.0089 (15) Å ]. The angle between these planes is 22.40 (3) . Conformers A and B are arranged face-to-face along the c axis, forming alternating pairs in the order AABB. The interplanar distances AA, AB and BB are 3.3166 (11), 3.2771 (11) and 3.3935 (11) Å , respectively. The crystal packing is stabilized by weak C-HÁ Á ÁCl and C-HÁ Á ÁN interactions.
Related literature
For previous syntheses of title compound, see: Baeyer & Bloem (1882) ; Steinschifter & Stadlbauer (1994) . For the use of the title compound in organic synthesis, see: Buchmann & Hamilton (1942 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2006); cell refinement: CrysAlis CCD; data reduction: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2006); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
widely used in quinoline chemistry (Buchmann & Hamilton, 1942; Steinschifter & Stadlbauer, 1994) , no structure data has been published so far.
The title compound ( Fig. 1 ) crystallises with two crystallographical independent molecules in asymmetric unit. Conformers A and B differ very little in geometrical parameters. Both of them consist of essentially planar quinoline ring with maximum deviations from the best planes being 0.0232 (13) Å for atom C2 (conformer A) and 0.0089 (15) Å for atom C17 (conformer B). The angle between these quinoline best planes is 22.40 (3)°. Chlorine atoms lay almost in the ring best planes with the deviations 0.0035 (4) Å for atom Cl1 and -0.0011 (4) for atom Cl2 (conformer A) and -0.0081 (4) Å for atom Cl3 and 0.0121 (4) Å for atom Cl4 (conformer B). Pairs of conformers are stacked along the c axes in AABB arrangement stabilised via offset π-π interactions. The distances between AA, AB and BB planes calculated as a distance of nitrogen atom from adjacent ring plane are 3.3166 (11), 3.2771 (11) and 3.3935 (11) Å, respectively. Molecular packing is stabilised by C-H···Cl and C-H···N weak interactions (Fig. 2 , Table 1 ).
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